“It is the paramount duty of the state to make ample provision for the education of all children residing within its borders…”
Article IX, Section 1, Washington State Constitution

DATE:

January 11, 2017

TO:

Members of the 2017 Washington State Legislature

FROM:

The Network for Excellence in Washington Schools, McCleary lawsuit plaintiff and McCleary Coalition™
whose 430 members include civil rights organizations, parent groups, education associations, and 203
school districts representing nine out of 10 public school students

SUBJECT:

What the McCleary decision really mandates

Many well-meaning parents and business groups, elected officials, think tanks, political pundits and media
commentators have opined what the McCleary decision requires. In their zeal, most have misunderstood or
misrepresented what the Supreme Court’s decision and court orders require. As the organization that filed the
lawsuit — and the only organization entrusted by the Supreme Court to officially continue to monitor the State’s
progress in McCleary — NEWS hopes you will rely on the actual court rulings instead of rhetoric in this upcoming
legislative session. Nothing less is at stake than the future of our children and the future prosperity of our State.
What does McCleary require? It is about increasing funding for K-12 education. It is not about simply funding education
formulas in whichever amounts the Legislature chooses. The Supreme Court’s January 2012 decision was clear:
“Article IX, section 1 confers on children in Washington a positive constitutional right to an amply funded education”;
ample means “considerably more than just adequate”; and until State funding formulas pay a district’s actual cost to fully
implement all components of the State’s basic education program, “the legislature cannot maintain that it is fully funding
basic education through its funding formulas.” Legislators have known for at least five years that our constitution
requires them to significantly increase funding to cover districts’ actual costs to achieve that full implementation.
Revenue-weak “reforms” like adding unfunded mandates, imposing impractical restrictions or swiping “levy” funds to
then hand out as “State” funds may be tempting distractions, but they do not cure the lack of ample funding currently
afflicting K-12 schools in your legislative district.
What will it take? The chart on the other side of this page illustrates the State’s current funding gap. We’ll be
providing similar charts for our member school districts so constituents in your community can see the funding gaps
that directly affect them.
How will you proceed? You can talk a lot while accomplishing little. Or, you can keep the promise you made when
you took your oath of office: uphold our State Constitution’s mandate that ample K-12 funding is the State’s
paramount duty before any other State program or operation. You can do what you want other law abiding citizens to
do: obey court orders. You can do what will not be easy, but is undeniably right: amply fund the actual cost of
providing all children in our State the education they need to compete in today’s economy and meaningfully
participate in our democracy. We respectfully urge you to have the courage in this legislative session to obey the
Supreme Court’s rulings, and finally halt the State’s violation of Washington children’s constitutional right to an amply
funded education. Thank you.
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